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Do you get this warm feeling that seems fo surround you on some winfer evenings® The
feeling thaf makes you wrap yourself up in a warm blankef, have fonnes of warm drinks
and wear woolly socks? I'm really looking forward fo this, even though | complefely love
this fime of the year, don't gef me wrong, buf | almos felt this “winfer-cuddling-sensatfion *
this weekend. | even boughf a nice new and exira huge mug and saucer in advance and
anficipafion. Well, there must be something fo look forward fo once this redlly freaky final
year fully kicks in... Scary...! Buf back fo the present day: | am currently in the final sfages
of a project called windowroomfurniture, due in about a week. | am nof a great fan of
deadlines; they usually have thaf clinging smell of panic and sweat affached fo them, buf |
can work fowards them and finish in enough fime o sif back and enjoy the sense of
complefion afferwards. That said, | prefer that afferglow you gef once you finished
something thaf you really wanfed fo do just for yourself and not anyone else. Just yourself

— no deadlines or fightly clufching affempls of accomplishment.

Recently, | unpacked my Lensbaby again. A lens | kept far foo long on the shelves. To be
honest, | never really gof info using if, even though I've always enjoyed using if — | like the

resulls.

| had one of these “l like photography and | want fo fell you why“-conversations with a few
people. Those conversafion are usually joined by leasf one person who has “their one and
only opinion” and nothing can bring them anywhere near a few more (or jusf even a
second) though(s). One of my favourite discussions usually involves the old digital vs. film
dilemma. | do have an opinion, and you're more than welcome fo read up oniit: Yeah, go
ahead, I'll be waifing here, you can finish this posf once you read the other pos's. Try
Chasing the Light - Finding Silhouettes [hifp://wp.me/pnSTy-tvl and Boxes - the How-fo of
Cardboard Evacudtion [htp://wp.me/pndTy-url.Go on, | dare ya'!;-)
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Oh cool, you're back. Hope you enjoyed the liffle diversion. While you were reading, | was
aclually browsing my thoughfs and remembered a fantasfic comment, that both sums up
my recent Friday Night Talk abouf the arf of photography as well as the most annoying
questions | fend fo gef asked when I'm ouf shoofing with one of my “nof-so-professional-
looking” cameras: “Does if fake good photos®” (I am ignoring the amusement before,
during and affer the quesfioning here, buf bear in mind thaf people really wonder whether
or nof I'm jusf kidding them by “prefending” my Holga or Diana is acfually a fully

funcfional medium format camera - *| wonder why®!*)

"Saying a camera fakes nice piclures is like saying a guifar plays nice melodies.”

(Angelino Pan y Vino)[il

| thought | lef you in on this one, fake if or leave i, it is up fo you. My first thought was: What
if | like nice melodies®, but again, that is me and | wouldn'f dream of imposing my

thoughfs onfo you...you will need fo judge for yourself what you read info if.

Well, I'm geffing fo grips with my Lensbaby now. | aclually shof an eighfeen hour
documenfafion, called “A Day in the Life of ... (my Lensbaby)” last Friday.(My “l like

phofography and | want fo fell you why"-conversation actually sfarfed out of the
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amusement and excifement for the bendy thing, buf thaf’s a different story fo fell - should

come around fo wrife it down one day)

Chances are high, that when you see me, | have a camera with me, but thaf fends fo be a
smaller digifal compact and not a DSLR. So spending a day carrying the Penfax around
was quife “refreshing”. Affer complefing the documentary and looking af the resulls the
nexi day, | began fo wonder how | actually felf each hour: Each phofo reflects a
“snapshol” of my life during that day, and | can highly relafe fo it (Obviously because |
have faken the images, but there are other reasons as well) buf how would ofhers see if®

What do you inferpref info a phofograph you see®

Lef's fake “a - is for apple” from the Phofographic Dicfionary on Touching Wet Paint
[hitp://bit.ly/redapple]l — what do you read info it Lef’s invesfigafe (I am going through this
in a checklisi-kind-of-form, or a hierarchy, buf acfually all these assessment-points will be

dealf with in a more cloud-like-all-al-the-same-fime-form, or s synchrony ):
(1) Aha, it is called “a - is for apple”.

| see an apple (slighfly odd selecfive focus, but sfill an apple.)l based this on my
knowledge of an apple — how if is supposed fo look like, how | “was conditioned” fo
recognise an apple. | drew fons of them as a kid; | have eafen gazillion of them,... Lef's
say, |'ve gof a working knowledge of an apple and this image (how odd if might be!) fits
info my calegories of ‘an apple’. Plus the fifle is kind of a dead-easy give-away (if viewed

with the image), buf only because | learned whatf an apple is and recognised if.
Assessment through recogpnifion

(2) Like | menfioned, | recognised the apple because | have a prior *knowledge pool’ | can
rely on, including my inferacfions with such a fruit (drawings, edfing if, fouching if, ...) We
had an apple free in our garden back home, my friends had apple frees, now, | have an
apple free in the garden. Lef's say that apple frees are fairly common fruit frees.
Nevertheless, all those frees bear different variefies of the fruif. "Apple” is jusf the main
cafegory, a summery if you like of all the different kinds of apple. Yet sfill, | idenfify the red
round thing on the photo as an apple. If it had been a green thing, or a yellow-green thing ,
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or any other colour variafion, | probably would sfill have recognised if - | have (previous)

knowledge that helps me.
Assessment through knowledge

(3) | fake another look af the blog post and redlise "Hmmm, there is also a smalll
descripfion with the phofo. Lef’s read this and find out.” (Make sure you imagine this
thought in a really surprised (inner) voice) | read the fext and now I'm aware of the
definifion of an apple. The post doesn't say where the definition was faken from, so I'm
unsure whether it is a frustworthy source or nof, but | believe the description belong fo the
phofograph, it seems fo make sense. | could now feed my curiosiy and acfually gef a

dicfionary ouf (a paper-based or elecironic version) and look info if further.
Assessment through curiosily

(4) | nofice that the photo is fifled “a - is for apple” and identify the picfure as an apple. If
the fifle would have confained “Apfel” or “appel”, “pomme” or “manzana”, or even “epl”, |
would have recognised if , well aparf form he obvious visual cue, the actual phofograph,
lef’s leave thaf aside for the moment, because | have an awareness of the words; either

through previous encounters, through hours of revision or through deduction.

Assessment through language

There are many facfors that | can see and read info the photograph.
What would happen if | now fell you thaf the image has a religious background...2 ...

Depending on whether you have some sorf of believe-sysfem within any religion, or you

don', you will starf fo “read” info the image.

It is the apple thaf Eve gave fo Adam — [T is the Apple from the Tree of Knowledge - It is the
Forbidden Fruit from the Forbidden Tree -t is a sin - [T is sfill just an apple - ...

Another layer has aufomalically been added fo the assessment of the pholograph, and all
my considerafion-poinfs are being fired up again, againsf a new and wider canvas of

happenings.
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Well, were does if leave me now with my documentary...2 | guess | will need fo puf if fo the
fest, so fo speak and lef you have a look. Head over fo Touching Wef Paint [hffp: //bit.ly/09-
10-091 and read the phofographs. You can always come back and lef me know what you

read info if®

[End of Part |1

[i] Read more: hitp://bit.ly/byMhq



