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Ok, | might have a problem with cameras, owning and shoofing that is. While | was
preparing and frying fo pack my bag for a shoot lasf night, | came across my very own

Penfax K110. Nof one of the lafest DSLR's, buf a camera that reminds me of how | sfarfed

shooling with a purpose.

| say with a purpose, because | gof my K110 when | was af college and had phofographic

assignmentls fo complefe. Buf this is nof what | mean when | falk abouf camera nosfalgia.

Once | picked the camera up and hold i in my hand | gof faken fo a place which fills me
with joy, with excifement, with love. If feels just right — and | only ever feel this when | hold
my Pentax K110, nof with any ofher camera | own. There are other cameras that | might
even prefer fo shoof with, buf even though, | never have the same connecfion. | love my
Holga for example. | fook this prefly liffle thing fo so many occasions and fook so many
greal pholographs, almosf unreal. | also love my Penfax ME Super, my Box Brownie and
my Smena 8M - | could confinue now for a while — buf | don'f feel this camera nosfalgia
when | pick them up, never. My lafest love-hafe relafionship is with my Diana+. | bought
that little gem a few months ago, when | come fo think about if, probably more like a year
or more, buf anyway. There | was unwrapping the Diana and then ... a feeling thaf is most
likely fo be describes as "OH..., go away you ... you unsympathefic thing, go way, | don't
wanf fo play with you”. That’s the ugly fruth — a sensalion never experienced before.
Honestly, | hafed that black and green thing thaf was now doomed fo clufter up my shelf.

The worsf thing about this fricky sifuafion: | was in facf really looking forward fo shoof with

the Diana.

And thaf feeling sfayed with me for a long fime. Unfil about a month ago when | fook if off
the shelf, packed it and four rolls of freshly expired film and went fo a Steam Rally. |
loaded, aimed and shof — and while | pressed the shuffer for first fime | thought fo mysel

“This will be a good phofograph! And all the others will be foo.” Guess whaf, they were all
absolufely sfunning images - | will post a phofo essay soon. And this brings me back fo

my problem with cameras: As menfioned, | was packing my bag for a shoof, but could nof
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decide which cameras fo fake, nof in the slightest. So I'm siffing there af the kifchen fable
with abouf 5 cameras in front of me and cannof make a decision. ME Super, Holga, K110,
Smena, Vivitar W&S.... Diana....

| mean, how can | wanf fo fake a camera that | hafed before, and now sfill have this
love/hate thing going on? Sirange, right! One condifion of the shoot is fo fake some
fisheye phofographs. So it is a yes for Holga and ME Super. Both produce rather nice
fisheye images. Further plus is that | just bought a fridge load of 35mm film, which | can

feed the ME Super. Sorfed. OH, no nof quife.... hang on...

How many cameras might one fake before they are being labelled as being a crazy

camera geek? | admif, | am a cam whore, but it is well worth thaf label. | enjoy if, | love if.

| really want fo Take the K110 since | haven't used if in a while and just remember that great
connecfion the camera and | have. | need fo fake the K110. New though: “What about the
Brownie®” |fook if out just last weekend fo get some sample images for a camera review
I'm currently wrifing, and | fruly enjoy the dreamy scenes the Brownie shows me. “Arghh...

confused now!”

So let's recap: K110 (for camera nosfalgia), ME Super (for fresh never shof before 35mm
film usage and fisheye purposes), Holga (my love and for fisheye and eye-opening
resulls)... Diana®! | won't fake the Vivitar, Brownie or Smena, nof this fime, they go back on
the shelf and can wait for their big day — just nof feeling it af the moment, cannof force if.
Sfill unsure about the Diana ... guess | sfill have a few hours unlil | need fo make the final
decision whether or nof fo fake if, buf I'm sure if won't be easy... and thaf’s the problem
with enjoying cameras. | can never have enough fo play with, buf | can also have foo many
when | need fo decide which ones fo fake. Some days, | jusf feel if, | walk in the room, pick
the one of the shelf, load it and go out and have fun. Other day, like lasf night, | sfruggle fo

make a decision.

| have a relafionship with every of my cameras, a relafionship | call camera nostalgia.
Every camera means something else fo me and | use a differenf camera based on my
mood, the sifuafion, the film I'm abouf fo use and the ideas and concepls behind the shof.

| enjoy this and hope this will confinue for a long fime — camera nostalgia.



